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Graham’s niece, Denise Marker is in the business of professional framing of art.  She is the 
executor of his estate and knows more about her uncle Walter than most locals. 

Denise received most of Walter’s paintings unframed and often without them being named. She had a 3-year term on 
our board as treasurer.  She allowed us to show his oils, watercolors and bronze pieces.  His many art projects for  

Rocky Reach Dam included the pioneers of the area, the geologic history and 
hydropower created by the dams on the Columbia River. 

 



 
 

 
 
 

This painting of “Horsepower” was presented to the PUD board by Graham and suggested it could be included at the top 
of the stairwell of the Visitor’s Center that takes visitors to the fish windows where you could “Look a salmon in the 
eye.”  The painting was done in oils on a single piece of canvas 16 feet by 32 feet wide.  It has been removed by the 

Chelan PUD and rolled up to be repaired.  The PUD has yet to determine where to place it for public view.   
 
 

 
 
 

“Survival" is one of the bronze sculptures created by Graham.  Other bronze pieces he has done include water fountain 
bronze pieces, large bronze door handles for SeaFirst Bank, the sculpture at Pangborn Memorial, along with many large 

murals and other paintings in 31 of SeaFirst banks. He also created hand carved doors, Ceramic tile  
for floors of businesses such as Banks, Alcoa and Columbia River Dams. 



 
 
 

Those who attended First Friday were dressed warmly as a cold front brought the 
temperature lower along with snowfall and more snow on the way. 

 
 
 

Walter was raised with horses and coming out West was a good place for him to become a painter of western 
scenes.  One of his first painting jobs after attending The Chicago Art Institute was illustrating Western Books and 

magazines. He formed a company with a partner to illustrate the hundreds of items found in the Sears catalog. 
They hired many illustrators to assist illustrating products before Sears Roebuck started using photography. 

 



 
 
 

Perfect music for the Christmas Season is harpist Suzanne Grassell.  She has played for Two Rivers Gallery 
First Friday openings every six months since we opened. Thank you Suzanne!! 

 



 
 
 

Terry Valdez attended to specifically talk about the importance of saving the “Horsepower” painting. 
 “The PUD must understand that not only the art community but the thousands of local people who have grown up to 

love the painting, want it returned to public view.”  He is willing to be a part of a “Save the Painting” group. 
Terry is a master painter and taught art at the high school in East Wenatchee.  He stands next to  

a bust of WALTER GRAHAM and across from Graham's original self-portrait. 
 



 
 
 

At the wine table, local wines are always served, often by Adelle Johnson. 
Tonight we present, for the first time, wines of Chateau Fair La Ponte. 

 



 
 
 

Denise Marker presented special coupons to friends of the arts. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Out in the West Wing hangs “Row Boats,” a watercolor by our newest member of the gallery, Jeff Abraham. 
Jeff has seen our posters at the Hospital where he works and decided to 

present his work to the public by joining Two Rivers Gallery. 
 



 
 
 

Hanging on the wall nearby is an acrylic painting by Marti Lyttle.  It is of well-known Porters Pond 
that is located on the Apple Capital Loop Trail near the foot of 19th Street in East Wenatchee. 

 
 



 
 
 

SOLD!  “The Listener,” an oil painting by Walter Graham. 
 



 
 
 

In the abstract room, we find a ceramic totem of strange faces by Terry Johnson.   
 



 
 
 

With winter weather descending upon us, artists may find more time to read a book 
from our book collection. Most books are priced lower than you can find online. 

 



 
 
 

These are some of the facts about Walter.  Also on display is a photograph of Walter  
receiving a special award from the governor for his outstanding contributions 

and accomplishments to the visual arts in Washington.   
 



 
 
 

This was taken from a Wenatchee World news article about a 22’x 10’ mural by Walter for the Federal Savings & Loan in 
Ephrata.  It was depicting the last great roundup of horses in the west that ended in the Columbia Basin. When the bank 
was bought by another bank, the mural was slated to be removed, until a group of depositors asked if they could save it 

as the painting represents the greatest thing that has happened in Ephrata’s history.  After determining its monetary 
value, it was decided to preserve the art in the remodel of the Bank.  It reminds us of the bronze piece 

outside of the Seattle Library that was slated to be replaced, until they discovered 
that it was a Henry Moore sculpture that was worth a fortune. 

 

 
 

Brad Brisbine is one of the artists who got to meet WALTER GRAHAM and picked up a few pointers from him. Brad said 
he believes “Horsepower” is Wenatchee’s most famous painting ever.  “The timeless aspect of the painting and 

its value to our community cannot be ignored nor can its value to our heritage and history. 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
Graham loved everything about the area we live in, its mountains, wild water, wildlife, geology, and peoples.  His art 

included a ceramic structure painting the growth of North Central Washington by business, commerce and agriculture at 
the North Wenatchee branch of SeaFirst Bank.  Before it was torn down to make way for a new bank at Ninth & 

Wenatchee Ave., the large art piece was saved by the city and the plan is to place it outside the new city hall. 
Reinstallation will take place this spring. Another timeless artwork saved by concerned citizens of the Wenatchee Valley.   

 
 

The galley will continue to show the art of WALTER GRAHAM along with 50 other artist members 
until January when an all-new show will be presented. 

 



 
 
 

Dan McConnell has his “Then & Now Calendar” and coffee cups on sale at the gallery. 
Get ready for next year.  There are 2024 calendars by Nicki Isaacson as well. 

 
 
 

 


